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Summer Slam Devotion 
June 15, 2022 

The Bible 
 
This week’s devotion is all about the Bible. Take some time to pray and ask God to open your heart to His 
word. Pay attention to all the facts so you can be of heal to your team. 
 
There are 66 books in the standard Bible: 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. (The Roman 
Catholic Bible has 73, because it includes an additional 7 books in the Old Testament.) Those languages are 
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. Most of our Old Testament was written in Hebrew, which was the language the 
original readers spoke. The New Testament was written in Greek, the commonly spoken language of the time. 
The book of Psalms is the longest book in the Bible. The shortest book of the Bible is 3 John. The shortest verse 
in the Bible is John 11:35, which states, “Jesus wept.”  The longest chapter in the Bible is Psalm 119. The 
shortest chapter in the Bible is Psalm 117, with just 2 verses. The longest verse in the Bible is Esther 8:9. The 
longest word in the Bible is “Mahershalalhashbaz (Isaiah 8:3). 
 
The Bible is divided into six parts: Law, History, Poetry, Prophets, Gospels, and the Epistles. 

• There are five books of Law: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, also called the 
Pentateuch. There are 12 historical books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 
Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther.  

• There are 5 poetical books: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. Bible historians 
see these books as a link between the historical past and the prophetical books of the future. 

• There are 17 prophetic books: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, 
Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. These books 
were all written by the minor prophets of the Bible. Five are Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, and 12 Minor Prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 

• There are 4 Gospels. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Moreover, the term “Gos” comes from the Old 
English word for God, meaning “good” and “spel” which means “news.” In Christianity, the word “Good 
News” refers to Jesus’ birth, death, sacrifice, and resurrection as part of saving His beloved people. 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called Synoptic Gospels. 

• There are 21 Epistles, and the books of Acts and Revelation.: Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, 
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, 
Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Jude. The Apostle Paul 
wrote 13 of the 21 epistles or letters. 

The Bible is inspired by the Holy Spirit and not the product of human beings. “Inspired means, “God-
breathed.” Therefore, there are many benefits of God’s Word. Here are some ways and areas in which God’s 
word benefits us: 
1. Prayer - (John 15:7, Proverbs 28:9). Jesus said if His Word abides in us, whatever we ask will be given 

to us. If His Word is in us, we will be praying in His will (1 John 5:14-15). However, if we turn our ear 
away from hearing His Word, our prayer is an abomination to God (Proverbs 28:9).  

2. Perception - The Bible will keep you from sin as sin will keep you from the Bible. The Word of God 
makes us aware of sin and keeps us from sliding down a slippery slope. (Psalms 119:9-11, 1 John 2:14, 
John 8:31-32, Psalms 37:31).  

https://www.ministrymaker.com/how-to-pray-in-the-will-of-god
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3. Purification - Jesus said, “Sanctify them in your truth, your Word is truth. As you have sent me into the 
world, I also have sent them into the world” (John 17:17-18). The psalmist also said in Psalms 119:9 
“How shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to Your word. 

4. Productivity - The Word causes spiritual growth (Romans 10:17, 1 Peter 2:2). We cannot grow 
spiritually apart from the Word. If we don’t eat, we won’t grow and will eventually die. Peter said we 
must desire the milk of the Word to grow, but we can’t thrive on milk alone. We must also eat solid 
food to grow to maturity (1 Corinthians 3:1-2, Hebrews 5:12-14). Also, the best way to increase faith is 
by spending time in the Word. “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word” (Romans 10:17). 
God’ told Joshua that His word is the path to success. Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart 
out of thy mouth; but you shall meditate therein day and night, that you may observe to do according to 
all that is written therein: for then you shall make thy way prosperous, and then you shall have good 
success. 

5. Power - The Word defeats the enemy (Matthew 4:3-11, Ephesians 6:17, Hebrews 4:12, 2 Corinthians 
10:4-5). The Bible is the main offensive weapon for every Christian. We have victory over the enemy 
through the Word. We are in a spiritual battle (Ephesians 6:12).  

6. Path – God’s Word gives guidance and direction. According to Psalms 119:105, “Thy Word is a lamp 
unto my feet and a light unto my path”  

7. Pleasure - The Word brings joy into our life and situation. Jeremiah said, “Your words were found, and I 
ate them, And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart…” Jeremiah 15:16. 

 

Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work. 
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Summer Slam Quiz 
June 15, 2022 

The Bible 
 
Instructions: Please write your name and team color. Do not score. Please answer each question by circling the 
correct letter (A, B, C, or D). Each correct answer is 5 points. The Bonus question is 20 points.  
 
Name: _________________________________ Team Color: ______ Points: _______  
 
1. How many books are there in the standard Protestant Bible? 

A: 66; B. 74; C. 82; D. None of the above. None of the above. 
 
2. How many books are in the New Testament? 

A: 66; B. 74; C. 23; D. None of the above 
 
3. What is another name for the five Books of Law? 

A: Pentateuch; B. Patriotic, C. Pentatonic. D. None of the above 
 
4. The book of Psalms is the longest book in the Bible, which is the shortest book? 

A: Ruth; B. Esther; C. 3 John; D. None of the above 
 
5. What is the shortest verse in the Bible? 
 A: 1 John 11:35; B. Jude 11:35; C. James 11:35; D. None of the above 
 
6. What is the longest chapter in the Bible? 
 A: Ruth 8:9; B. Esther; 8:9; C. Psalm 119; D =None of the above 
 
7. What is the longest chapter in the Bible? 
 A: Ruth 8:9; B. Esther; 8:9; C. Psalm 119; D. None of the above 
 
8. The longest word in the Bible has how many letters? 
 A: 18; B. 21; C. 16; D. None of the above 
 
9. Which is not one of the five categories of the Bible? 
 A: Historic Books; B. Poetic Books, C. Practical Books D. None of the above. 
 
10. Which of the fives categories of the Bible is Ezra? 
 A: Historic Books; B. Poetic Books, C. Practical Books D. None of the above. 
 
11. Which book is not one of the Synoptic Gospels?  
 A: Matthew; B. Mark; C. Luke D. None of the above. 
.  
12. How many epistles are in the Bible?  
 A: 21; B. 27; C. 37 D. None of the above. 
 
13. How many epistles did Paul write?  
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 A: 31; B. 3; C. 23 D. None of the above. 
 
14. The verse “All scripture is given by inspiration of God…” is found where? 
 A: 1 Timothy 3:15; B. 1 Timothy 3:16; C. 2 Timothy 3:15; D None of the above. 
 
15. Which is one of the seven listed ways God’s word benefits us?  

A: Precipitation; B. Passion; C. Purification; D. None of the above. 
 
16. Find the key words in 1 Timothy 3:15 in this puzzle below. Each correct answer is one point. All correct, 

extra 10 points. 
 

All  correction  doctrine  

equipped  every  given  

God  good  inspiration  

instruction  perfect  profitable  

reproof  Scripture  thoroughly  

Timothy  work    
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Summer Slam Devotion 
June 22, 2022 
Old Testament 

 
The Bible is not given to us merely to supply us with information concerning the past, nor as a book of science, 
or even as a book of morals. Though it contains these things. THE GREAT PURPOSE OF THE BIBLE IS TO 
ACQUAINT US WITH GOD’S GREAT PLAN OF REDEMPTION! CHRIST IS THE CENTRAL THEME OF SCRIPTURE! In 
Acts 4:12 we read, “there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been 
given among men by which we must be saved.”  But the greatest proof that Christ is the central theme of the 
Bible is John 5:39. “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these 
that testify about Me.” The great church father, St. Augustine, who lived 354 to 430 AD, says “The New 
Testament is in the Old concealed; the Old is by the New revealed.” The following is a summary of the Old 
Testament books of the Bible and how each book reflects the central theme – of Christ. 
 
GENESIS (written by Moses): In Genesis, Jesus is Creator & promised Redeemer. The book Provides an account of 
the creation of the world and the origin of life. Answers the questions “How did God’s relationship with us 
begin?” and “How did the nation of Israel form?” Key personalities include Adam, Eve, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, 
Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, and Joseph.  

EXODUS (written by Moses): In Exodus, Jesus is the Passover Lamb. Exodus is an account of how God delivered Israel 
from slavery in Egypt and provides a history of their departure.  

LEVITICUS (written by Moses): In Leviticus, Jesus is High Priest. The book describes ceremonial law, the procedural 
instructions for how Israel (especially Levitical priests) should worship God. 

NUMBERS (written by Moses): In Numbers Jesus is Our Guide through the Wilderness of Life. It describes a census 
of the people and Israel’s failure to trust and obey God (and thus are forced to wander in the wilderness for 40 
years. 

DEUTERONOMY (written by Moses): In Deuteronomy, Jesus is the Prophet like unto Moses. Moses gives Israel a 
rehash of the instructions for following God. Its intent is to remind Israelites of what God has given them and 
what he expects from them.  

JOSHUA (author unknown): In Joshua, Jesus is the Captain of our Salvation. A description of Joshua’s campaign to 
conquer the Promised Land and distribute its properties to the Twelve Tribes of Israel.  

JUDGES (author unknown): In Judges, Jesus is our Judge and Lawgiver The history of Israel from Joshua to Samson 
repeatedly turning away from God, falling captive and becoming an oppressed nation, calling out to God for 
help, and finally being rescued by their leaders (the “judges”). Key personalities include Othniel, Ehud, 
Deborah, Gideon, Abimelech, Jephthah, Samson, and Delilah.  

RUTH (author unknown): In Ruth, Jesus is our Kinsman Redeemer. Here, two widows lose everything but find hope 
which leads to the birth of Israel’s future king, King David. Illustrates the outcome and difference between a 
nation that does not follow the covenant of God (Judges) and a nation that faithfully adheres to the covenant 
(Ruth). 

1 SAMUEL (author unknown): In Samuel, Jesus is our Trusted Prophet. Written by the last of the Judges, also a 
prophet, it provides a history of Israel during the judgeship of Samuel and the reign of Saul in order to 
demonstrate how Israel chose a king while neglecting God’s wishes. 
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2 SAMUEL (author unknown): In 2 Samuel, Jesus is our Trusted Prophet. It is a narration of King David that 
demonstrates effective leadership while submitting to God.  

1 KINGS (author unknown): In 1 Kings, Jesus is our Reigning King. This is a story of prosperity under 
King Solomon (the last king) followed by a split of his kingdom (into the Northern and Southern Kingdoms) 
after his death.  

2 KINGS (author unknown): In 2 Kings, Jesus is our Reigning King. Here, two kings choose to turn from God and 
ultimately fall captive to other empires.  

1 CHRONICLES (traditionally written by Ezra): In 1 Chronicles, Jesus is the Reigning King. It Provides histories of the 
kingdoms of Judah and Israel followed by the history of David and the temple of God in Jerusalem.  

2 CHRONICLES (traditionally written by Ezra): In 2 Chronicles, Jesus is the Reigning King. Here, Solomon builds the 
temple but after rejecting God, Babylonians take Israel captive and destroy the temple. Key personalities are 
King Solomon, the queen of Sheba, Rehoboam, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, Joash, Uzziah, 
Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manasseh, and Josiah.  

EZRA (traditionally written by Ezra): In Ezra, Jesus rebuilds our broken lives. It is a book of narrative history and 
genealogies that present an accurate record of the return of the Jews from the Babylonian captivity and of the 
rebuilding of the temple.  

NEHEMIAH (written by Nehemiah):  In Nehemiah, Jesus rebuilds our broken walls. It provides a historical record 
regarding the rebuilding of the temple and how Nehemiah rebuilt a wall around the city to protect from 
further attacks.  

ESTHER (author unknown): In Esther, Jesus is our advocate. An anonymous narrative history (some believe the 
author was Mordecai) presenting the story of Jews who stayed behind after others returned to Jerusalem 
after captivity. Esther becomes queen of the land and saves her people.  

JOB (author unknown): In Job, Jesus is our Ever-Living Redeemer. This is possibly the oldest book in the Bible, it 
tells the story of a man attacked directly by Satan while his friends argue about the reason behind the horrible 
events surrounding him.  

PSALMS (various authors, predominantly David): In Psalms, Jesus is our Shepherd. This is a collection of 150 songs of 
joy, laments, blessings, and thanksgivings that Israel sang to God in praise.  

PROVERBS (Solomon and various other authors): A collection of the wise sayings of Solomon that teach wisdom to 
God’s people. Proverbs are short, clever verses (easy to remember) that deal with life, good judgement, and 
Godly principles.  

ECCLESIASTES (written by Solomon). In Proverbs, Jesus is our wisdom. Proverbs is a philosophical collection of proverbs, 
maxims, and sayings that explore the meaning of life and proffer wisdom to others seeking truth in God.  

SOLOMON’S SONG (written by Solomon). Jesus is the Perfect Lover and Bridegroom. This book is a collection of love 
songs (poems) about love, desire, and marriage. The purpose of Song of Songs is a picture of God’s love for his 
people. 

ISAIAH (written by Isaiah): Written by Isaiah, one of the major prophets, this book presents Jesus as the Prince of 
Peace. Provides a history of how the prophet Isaiah warned Israel of future judgement and a coming king who 
will bear their sins. Contains some of the most incredible prophecies of any book in the Bible.  

JEREMIAH (written by Jeremiah): In Jeremiah, Jesus is the Righteous Branch Prophecies announcing the coming 
Babylonian captivity, the suffering of the people, and the ultimate overthrow of their enemies. Key 
personalities are the many kings Judah, Baruch, Ebdemelech, King Nebuchadnezzar, and the Rechabites.  
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LAMENTATIONS (written by Jeremiah): Jesus is our Weeping Prophet. Written by Jeremiah (the “weeping 
prophet”), this book describes the sorrow felt upon the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the temple 
after Babylonian attacks.  

EZEKIEL (written by Ezekiel): In Ezekiel Jesus is the cherubim. God guides Ezekiel to speak to Israel providing prophetic 
warning messages over the judgement upon Judah if they do not repent.  

DANIEL (written by Daniel): In Daniel, Jesus is our deliverer. It records a historical narrative detailing events during 
the Babylonian captivity and a series of prophetic visions concerning Christ and Israel’s future. 

HOSEA (written by Hosea): In Hosea, Jesus is the Faithful Husband. It is the story of Hosea (one of the Minor 
Prophets) marrying a prostitute who abandons him and his fight to bring her back. Provides a story of Israel’s 
tumultuous relationship with God.  

JOEL (written by Joel): In Joel, Jesus is Baptizer with the Holy Spirit and Fire. It describes a plague of locusts and 
other woes upon his people and warns that this is only the beginning of what is to come if the Southern 
Kingdom does not repent.  

AMOS (written by Amos): In Amos, Jesus is our Burden-bearer. Here, a shepherd named Amos predicts neighboring 
nations will be punished by conquerors from the north, and of the fulfillment of the Messiah’s kingdom.  

OBADIAH (written by Obadiah): In Obadiah, Jesus is Mighty to Save. Here, the prophet Obadiah warns Edom they 
will soon be judged for their attacks against God’s people.  

JONAH (written by Jonah): In Jonah Jesus is missionary to the Gentiles. Here, Jonah, a disobedient prophet, leaves God 
and is swallowed by a whale. He then returns and delivers God’s message to the people of Nineveh.  

MICAH (written by Micah): In Micah Jesus is the Messenger of beautiful feet. In this book, Micah opposes Israelite 
leaders, predicting the invasions of Shalmaneser and Sennacherib, Babylonian captivity, establishment of a 
kingdom in Jerusalem, and the birth of the Messiah in Bethlehem.  

NAHUM (written by Nahum): In Nahum, Jesus is the Avenger of God’s Way. Here, Nahum prophecies God’s 
judgement on Nineveh and the fall of Assyria.           

HABAKKUK (written by Habakkuk): In Habakkuk, Jesus is God’s Evangelist. Here, Habakkuk asks God to stop 
violence in Judah and is surprised when God uses the violent Babylonians to accommodate his request.  

 ZEPHANIAH (written by Zephaniah): In Zephaniah, Jesus is the Lord, Mighty to Save. Here, Zephaniah offers a 
prophecy regarding the overthrow of Judah and the surrounding nations for their idolatry and wickedness – 
but notes that they will be restored with peace and justice.  

HAGGAI (written by Haggai): In Haggai, Jesus is the Restorer of God’s lost heritage. It challenges the Israelites for 
abandoning the rebuilding of the God’s temple.  
 
ZECHARIAH (written by Zechariah): In Zechariah, Jesus is the Fountain of the House of David. As Zechariah pleads 
with Israel to return to God, he records prophetic visions regarding the rebuilding of the temple and the 
Messiah.  
 
MALACHI (written by Malachi): In Malachi, is the Son of Righteousness with healing in his wings. Here, God sends 
Malachi to deliver prophecy about the calling of Gentiles and the coming of Christ.  
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Summer Slam Devotion 
June 22, 2022 
Old Testament 

 
Instructions: Please write your name and team color. Do not score. Please answer each question by circling the 
correct letter (A, B, C, or D). Each correct answer is 5 points. The Bonus question is 20 points.  
 
Name: _________________________________ Team Color: ______  Points: _______  
 

1. St. Augustine said, “The New Testament is in the Old _________; the Old is by the New _________  
A: Condensed, restored; B. Concealed/Redeemed C. Converted/Revealed; D. None of the above.  
. 

2. Who is not a main character in the Book of Genesis? 
A: Asa, B. Abraham, C. Rebekah, D. None of the above 
 

3. What is another name for the five Books of Law? 
A: Patriotic, B. Pentateuch; C. Pentatonic. D. None of the above 
 

4. This book describes a census of the people of Israel and their failures 
A: Genesis; B. Numbers; C. Deuteronomy; D. None of the above 
 

5. If you want to read about Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, and Gideon, you will have to go to which book? 
A: Genesis; B. Joshua; C. Numbers; D. None of the above 
 

6. If you want to read about the rebuilding of the wall of Jerusalem, you would read this book. 
A: Ezra; B. Esther; 8:9; C. Nehemiah; D =None of the above 
 

7. This book contains some of the most incredible prophecies of any book in the Bible.  
A: Isaiah; B. Jeremiah; C. Ezekiel; D. None of the above 
 

8. A collection of 150 songs can be found in which book?  
A: Songs of Solomon; B. Ecclesiastes; C. Joel; D. None of the above 
 

9. A disobedient prophet leaves God and is swallowed by a whale.  
A: Jonah; B. Micah; C. Nahum: D. None of the above. 
 

10. You can read about King Solomon and the queen of Sheba in which book? 
A: 2 Kings B. 2 Chronicles; C. Isaiah; D. None of the above. 
 

11. This minor prophet married a prostitute who abandons him, and he fights to bring her back.  
A: Haggai; B. Zechariah; C. Hosea D. None of the above. 
.  

12. Two widows lose everything but find hope which leads to the birth of David 
A: Naomi; B. Esther; C. Haggai D. None of the above. 
 

13. This prophet prophesied God’s judgement on Nineveh and the fall of Assyria.  
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A: Nahum; B. Micah; C. Obadiah; D. None of the above. 
 

14. God sends this prophet to deliver a prophecy about the calling of Gentiles and the coming of Christ. A: 
Zechariah; B. Zephaniah; C. Malachi; None of the above. 
 

15. Bonus Question: Write in the Old Testament Books of the Bible that match the clues below. One point 
for every correct answer. Extra 10 points for correctly completing the entire puzzle. 
 

JESUS IS THE OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS 
 

 
 

ACROSS 

1. Rebuilder of our broken lives 

3. Passover Lamb 

8. Our wisdom 

9. The Avenger of God’s Way 

10. Baptizer with the Holy Spirit and Fire 

11. High Priest 

13. Creator & promised Redeemer 

14. Prophet like unto Moses. 
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15. Judge and Lawgiver 

21. Mighty to Save 

22. S SONG The Perfect Lover and Bridegroom 

23. Kinsman Redeemer 

24. Restorer of God’s lost heritage. 

25. Fountain of the House of David. 

27. Our advocate. 

28. The Prince of Peace 

29. The Faithful Husband 

30. The Messenger of beautiful feet 

 

DOWN 

1. The Cherubim 

2. Our Shepherd 

4. The One Who rebuilds our broken walls 

5. Our Weeping Prophet 

6. Our Burden-bearer 

7. Our Guide through the Wilderness of Life 

12. The Lord, Mighty to Save 

15. Missionary to the Gentiles 

16. The Righteous Branch 

17. Our wisdom 

18. Son of Righteousness 

19. Captain of our Salvation. 

20. God’s Evangelist 

26. Our Deliverer 
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Summer Slam Devotion 
June 29, 2022 

The New Testament 
 
The New Testament is the fulfillment of the promise of the Old Testament. Like the Old Testament, it contains 
a variety of kinds of writing. Among its 27 books are selected recollections of the life and acts and sayings of 
Jesus in the four Gospels; a historical narrative of the first years of the Christian church in the Acts of the 
Apostles; the Epistles—letters of advice, instruction, admonition, and exhortation to local groups of Christians, 
and an apocalyptic description of the intervention of God in history, the Book of Revelation. 
 
The books are not arranged chronologically in the New Testament. The Epistles of Paul, for example, which 
address the immediate problems of local churches shortly after Christ’s death, are considered to be the 
earliest texts. The books are instead arranged in a more logical narrative order: the Gospels telling the life of 
Jesus and his teachings; the Acts detailing the work of Christ’s followers in propagating the Christian faith; the 
Epistles teaching the meaning and implications of the faith; and Revelation prophesying future events and the 
culmination of the divine purpose. 
 
The books of the New Testament were composed not in order to satisfy historical curiosity about the events 
they recount but to bear witness to a faith in the action of God through these events. There is less historical 
information in the New Testament than in the Old, and many historical facts about the church in the 1st 
century therefore must be arrived at by inference from statements in one of the Gospels or Epistles. The 
following is a summary of each New Testament Book. 
 
MATTHEW (written by Matthew): In Matthew, Jesus is King. It is an account of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection 
ST. MARK (written by John Mark): In Mark, Jesus is a Suffering Servant. This book is an account of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection. Mark presents Jesus as a servant. 
  
ST. LUKE (written by Luke): In Luke, Jesus is the Son of Man (Human)... Luke provides a more thorough account of 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.  
 
ST. JOHN (Written by John): In John, Jesus is the Son of God (God) John offers stories of signs and miracles associated 
with Jesus.  
 
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES (written by Luke): In Acts, Jesus is the Ascended King. Acts presents the history and actions of the 
founders of the Christian Church.  
 
ROMANS (written by Paul): In Romans, Jesus is the Justifier of Sinners. Romans is a letter to the churches in Rome 
explaining how Christianity should work.  
 
1 CORINTHIANS (written by Paul): In 1 Corinthians, Jesus is the Giver of the Gifts of The Spirit. This book is a letter 
from St. Paul to the church in Corinth, condemning their errors and answering questions about how Christians 
should live.  
 
2 CORINTHIANS (Written by Paul): In 2 Corinthians, Jesus is the Giver of the Gifts of The Spirit. This A letter of 
reconciliation from Paul to the church in Corinth clearing up additional concerns.  
 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Old-Testament
https://www.britannica.com/topic/writing
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Gospel-New-Testament
https://www.britannica.com/topic/church-Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Acts-of-the-Apostles-New-Testament
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Acts-of-the-Apostles-New-Testament
https://www.britannica.com/art/epistle
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/admonition
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Revelation-to-John
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/propagating
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/implications
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/inference
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GALATIANS (Written by Paul): In Galatians, Jesus is the Giver of Freedom. This book is a letter written by Paul to the 
Galatian churches correcting their belief that salvation comes from following lows of Moses rather than faith 
in Jesus.  
 
EPHESIANS (Written by Paul): In Ephesians, Jesus is the “Unsearchable Riches of God.” This book is a letter written by 
Paul to the church at Ephesus.  
 
PHILIPPIANS (Philippians – written by Paul):  In Philippians, Jesus is the God Who Meets Our Every Need. This is a letter 
written by Paul to the church of Philippi explaining how to live in Christ’s ways. 
 
COLOSSIANS (Written by Paul):  In Colossians, Jesus is the Image of the Invisible God. This book is a letter written by 
Paul to the church at Colossae about how to walk in Christ’s footsteps.   
 
1 THESSALONIANS (1 Thessalonians – written by Paul): In this book, Jesus is the Returning King. This is a letter written 
by Paul to the church at Thessalonica praising their ministry and encouraging them to do more.  
  
2 THESSALONIANS (Written by Paul): In this book, Jesus is the Returning King. This is a  
letter written by Paul to the church at Thessalonica with instructions on how to maintain their faith.  
 
1 TIMOTHY (Written by Paul): In 1 Timothy, Jesus is the Mediator Between God and Man. St. Paul instructs Timothy 
on how to properly lead a church with sound teaching and Christian example.  
 
2 TIMOTHY (Written by Paul): In 2 Timothy, Jesus is the Mediator Between God and Man Near the end of his life, 
Paul gives additional encouragement to Timothy.  
 
TITUS (Written by Paul): In Titus, Jesus is the Faithful Pastor. Here, Paul advises Titus on how to lead churches on 
the island of Crete.  
 
PHILEMON (Written by Philemon): In Philemon, Jesus is the Friend That Sticks Closer Than a Brother. In Philemon, 
Paul sends a recommendation to Philemon that he accept his runaway slave as a brother.  
 
HEBREWS (Hebrews – Author unknown). In Hebrews, Jesus is the Greatest High Priest. Here the writer is offering 
encouragements to Christians despite their life of persecution.  
 
JAMES (Written by James (possibly the brother of Jesus). In James, Jesus is the Great Physician. James is a letter explaining 
how Christians can present their lives in order to demonstrate their faith. 
   
1 PETER (Written by Peter). In 1 Peter, Jesus is the Chief Shepherd. This book is an encouraging letter from Paul to 
Christians who are being persecuted.  
 
1 PETER (2 Peter – written by Peter): In 2 Peter, Jesus is the Chief Shepherd. This book is a letter from Peter to 
Christians, warning them about false teachers to come.  
 
1 JOHN (1 John – written by John): In this book, Jesus is our Everlasting Love. It is a letter from John to Christians 
about faith, love, and leading by example.  
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2 JOHN (2 John – Written by John): In this book, Jesus is our Everlasting Love. It is a letter from John about love and 
obedience to God.  
 
3 JOHN (Written by John) :): In this book, Jesus is our Everlasting Love. This is a letter from short letter from John 
about Christian fellowship.  
 
 JUDE (Written by Jude): In Jude, Jesus is The Lord Who Comes Down With thousands of Saints. Jude is a letter to 
Christians about keeping faith while non-believers invade the church unnoticed.  
 
THE REVELATION (John). In this book, Jesus is The Alpha and Omega, the beginning, and the end! This book is a 
revelation of Jesus in the end times. 
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Summer Slam Devotion 
June 22, 2022 

The New Testament 
 
Instructions: Please write your name and team color. Do not score. Please answer each question by circling the 
correct letter (A, B, C, or D). Each correct answer is 5 points. The Bonus question is 20 points.  
 
Name: _________________________________ Team Color: ______ Number Correct: _______  
 

1. Jesus is presented as Son of God in which book? 
A: Mark; B: Matthew; B: John; D: None of the above.  
. 

2. This writer presented Jesus as a King 
A: Matthew; B: Mark; Luke; D: None of the above.  
 

3. This writer presented Jesus as a Son of God 
A: Matthew; B: John; Luke; D: None of the above.  
 

4. This writer presented Jesus as king of the Jews.  
A: Matthew; B: John; C: Luke; D: None of the above. 
 

5. This writer presented Jesus as a Servant.  
A: Matthew; B: Mark; C: Luke; D: None of the above 
 

6. In this book, Jesus is the Unsearchable Riches of God. 
A. Galatians B. Romans; C. I Corinthians; D. None of the above 
 

7. N this book Jesus is the Giver of the Gifts of The Spirit.  
A: Galatians B. Romans; C. I Corinthians; D. None of the above 
 

8. In this book, Paul advises this young preacher on how to lead churches on the island of Crete.  
A: 1 Timothy B. 2 Timothy C. Titus; D. None of the above. 
 

9. In this book, Paul instructs on how to handle a runaway slave. 
A. Philemon; B. Philippians; C. Philistines; D. None of the above 
 

10. In which book is Jesus presented as the Greatest High Priest?  
B: Matthew; B. James; C. John; D. None of the above 
 

11. In which book is Jesus the Image of the Invisible God?  
B: Colossians; B. Luke; C. Acts; D. None of the above. 
 

12. How many books did John write?  
A: 4; B. 5; C. 2; D. None of the above. 
 

13. In which book is Jesus the Alpha and Omega?  
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A: John; B. Acts; C. James; D. None of the above. 
 

14. Who wrote 2 James? 
A: James; B. Jude; C. God; D. None of the above. 

15. This book encourages believers to keep the faith while non-believers invade the church unnoticed.  
A: Jude; B. James; C. John; D. None of the above. 
 

16. Bonus Question: Please supply the missing 14 books correctly spelled. Each correct book is one point. 
 

MATCH BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 

1. Matthew 14.  

2.  15.  

3. Luke 16. Titus 

4.  17. Philemon 

5. Acts 18. Hebrews 

6. Romans 19. James 

7.  20.  

8.  21.  

9. Galatians 22.  

10. Ephesians 23.  

11.  24.  

12. Colossians 25. Jude 

13.  26. Revelations 

14.   
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Summer Slam Devotion 
July 6, 2022 

The Nation of Israel 
 
After the sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, humanity lost the kingdom of earth to the serpent 
(devil). Since the devil used Eve, God vowed that He would one day He would save humanity through His Son 
who would be born from the seed of the woman. This prophesy is called the Protoevangelium (First Gospel).  

 
Genesis 3:15 says, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
From that moment, God set forth to identify an individual, then a family, then a nation through which to bring 
His Son into the earth. That nation is Israel. 
The nation of Israel is the equivalent of the Church in the Old Testament. The history of Israel started some 
4,000 years ago when God found an individual with the required faith - Abram (later called Abraham). God 
told Abraham to go from his home in Ur of the Chaldeans (probably in southern Iraq) and travel to a land that 
God would give to him and his descendants. It was from there that God would make a people for Himself, a 
people to be a witness of Himself to the nations. God actually made a covenant with Abraham and His 
descendants. 

 
Genesis 12: 1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

 
As part of the deal, they were given the land of Canaan for a perpetual inheritance  
(Gen 17.7,8). Through Abraham came Isaac and through Isaac, Jacob. And from Jacob came the Twelve Tribes 
of Israel: They are: Ruben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Zebulun, Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Joseph, 
Benjamin. 
 
The name, Israel was given to Jacob because he contended (fought) with the Angel of the Lord. So, God 
changed his name to Israel, meaning “One who struggles with God” (Genesis 32:28). The name, Israel is used 
2,431 times in the Bible.  
 
God made Israel a people for Himself for a very real purpose. They would bless all nations of the earth through 
Christ and be His witness to the nations (Isa 43.10) and to be His servant (Isa 49.3). Israel is unique since it is 
the one nation on earth on whom God’s name is and that God uses to make a name for Himself (2 Sam 7.23). 
 
Israel is a name used 2,431 times in the Bible. It is included in 34 out of the 39 books in the Old Testament. 
And in 13 of the 27 New Testament books as well.  
 
But Israel is not just an extended family that became a nation. That would not make them special in any way. 
Many other nations have specific ethnic identity. And many of them could recount similar stories of prosperity 
and oppression. What made Israel unique is that God was using them to further his plan of redemption for the 
human race. This plan started with an individual, with Abraham. God did not call Abraham because he was 
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stronger, or smarter, or richer than other people in his world. What set Abraham apart from other people was 
that he responded to God; he believed him and was faithful to obey. 
 
And when God called Israel, it was not because they were a strong people, or a wealthy people, or even a 
people that worshipped him. Israel was not even a nation. They were slaves in Egypt. But God had a plan for 
Israel. He delivered them from Egyptian slavery. He made a covenant with them at Mt Sinai. A covenant in 
which he promised to be their God if they would only obey him. God brought them into a land that was 
already populated and enabled them to claim it as their own. God instructed them in how to worship, how to 
live in community, how to be a holy people. 
 
And God did this, not because they were in any way worthy of it. They were far from worthy, as they proved 
time and time again. But because he had a plan. 
God’s Purpose for Israel 
So, God had a plan for Israel. But what was that plan? What was his purpose in taking this slave people and 
making a nation out of them? And continuing to put up with their rebellious nature for hundreds of years? 
The answer to that question can be found in Exodus 19:5-6.  

 
Exodus 19:5-6 “Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my 
treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.’” 

 
God’s purpose, if Israel agreed, was to make Israel into a kingdom of priests – a holy nation. As a kingdom of 
priests, they would have the task of representing or interceding for the nations of the world to God. And God 
to the nations. They were a people that God intended to use to further his work in the redemption of 
humanity. 
 
In general Israel failed as God’s representative to the world. They even failed in keeping God’s covenant. As a 
result, God time and time again would send them into exile, before bringing some of them back to the land 
and seemingly starting over. Israel was a demonstration that no matter what God does for sinful human 
beings, we will rebel against him. That only Jesus can save. And the plan of God was to bring Jesus into the 
world through the lineage of Abraham and the seed of the woman. 
 
While it might be tempting to see Israel as a failure, I do not believe that was the case. God knew their 
disobedience to the covenant and His purpose for them up front. And through it all He used them to produce 
the following: 
 

1. The Old Testament Scriptures 
2. The Priesthood 
3. The Legal System 
4. Dietary Laws and Medicine 
5. The Holy Temple 
6. Jesus Christ 

 
Most important was Jesus, who while fully divine, was also fully human. He was Jewish and living under the 
Covenant Law of Israel. And He not only lived under it. He fulfilled it. After Jesus’ fulfilment of the Law, 
believers could look back and see that the law pointed to Jesus all along. 
 



19 | S u m m e r  S l a m  B i b l e  S t u d y  
 

All of Israel’s history was moving toward the coming of Jesus. The law and the prophets spoke of Him (Acts 
28:23), and He came to fulfill them (Luke 24:44). Jesus was the fulfilment of Israel’s purpose. Even though 
Israel as a nation would seem to have failed, God used them to bring Jesus into the world. But the very nation 
that brought Jesus into the world did not know Him. And when He identified Himself to them, they did not 
receive Him.  
 

John 1:11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 12 But as many as received him, to them 
gave he the power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

 
And since Israel failed as the priest to the nations, Jesus started His church for that same purpose. Not a 
religion as some think, but a nation. 

 
1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession, so 
that you may tell out the virtues of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.’’  
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Summer Slam Quiz 
July 6, 2022 

The Nation of Israel 
 
Instructions: Please write your name and team color. Do not score. Please answer each question by circling the 
correct letter (A, B, C, or D). Each correct answer is 5 points. The Bonus question is 20 points.  
 
Name: _________________________________ Team Color: ______ Number Correct: _______  
 

1. Where in the Bible would you find the Protoevangelium? 
A: John 3:16; B: Matthew 28:19, 20; C: Genesis 3:15; D: None of the above.  
. 

2. This writer presented Jesus as a King 
A: Matthew; B: Mark; Luke; D: None of the above.  
 

3. Whose name was changed to Israel? 
A: Gad; B: Joseph; C. Simeon; D: None of the above.  
 

4. How many times is the name Israel in the Bible? 
A: 2,431 times; B: 4,231 times; C: 3,241; D: None of the above. 
 

5. In how many out of the 39 books of the Old Testament can you find the name “Israel”? 
A: 13; B: 34; C: 45; D: None of the above 
 

6. In how many out of the 27 books of the New Testament can you find the name “Israel”? 
A: 13; B: 34; C: 45; D: None of the above 
 

7. Where did God make a covenant with the Israelites? 
A: Mount Moriah B. Mount of Olives C. Mount Nebo; D. None of the above 
 

8. Go made Israel a kingdom of what?  
A: Kings; B. Slaves; C. Priests; D. None of the above. 
 

9. What is not one of the 6 things Israel provided us? 
A: The Old Testament; B. The Priesthood C. Worship; D. None of the above 
 

10. What is the most important thing Israel provided the world? 
A: The Law; B. Medicine; C. The Holy Temple; D. None of the above 
 

11. Besides Israel, who else is a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation? 
A: America; B. Islam; C. the Church; D. None of the above. 
 

12. God told Abraham to leave this homeland. 
A: America; B. Jamaica; C. Israel; D. None of the above. 
 

13. Ur of the Chaldees is probably in what country? 
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A: Iraq; B. Iran; C. Jerusalem; D. None of the above. 
.  

14. God’s plan was for Israel to be a light to whom? 
A: The Jews; B. The Church; C. The Nations; D. None of the above. 

15. God’s plan was to bring Jesus to earth through the lineage of Abraham and the seed of whom? 
A: Noah; B. Isaac; C. Jacob; D. None of the above. 
 

16. Bonus Question: Find the names of the 12 tribes of Israel in the puzzle below. One point per correct 
answer. Extra 10 for finding all) 
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Summer Slam Devotion 
July 13, 2022 
The Church  

 

Introduction 

God is the originator of the church.  He foretold of the church in the Old Testament, indicating 
that He'd establish it during the reign of Rome (Daniel 2:31 -45). Jesus Himself stated that He is 
the builder of the Church.  

Matthew 16:18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

During the reign of Rome, the church began on Pentecost, 10 days after Jesus ascended into 
heaven (Acts 1:6-8; 2:1-4). 

The word "church" is translated from the Greek work “ekklesia,” means, “a called-out body of 
people.” Just as God called Israel out of Egypt, so, God called us out of the world of sin 
through the gospel (2 Th. 1:14). The church is composed of people who respond to God's call.  

The word church is used in two ways. "Church" can be used in reference to all Christians, or a 
specific congregation. Jesus uses "church" both ways:  

• In Matt. 16:18, Jesus promises to build His church, speaking of Christians everywhere 
who would respond to the gospel call.  

• In Matt. 18:17, Jesus uses the word "church" regarding Christians in a local 
congregation. “And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglects to hear 
the church, let him be unto you as a heathen man and a publican. 

Entrance into the Church is done exclusively by believing in the Gospel and confessing Jesus as 
Savior. 

Romans 10: 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

In this study we will see that the church is Christ's kingdom, Christ's body, God's household, 
God's temple, and Christ's bride.  

 

The Church is Christ's Kingdom  
The word kingdom denotes the domain of the king. God rules over the church; therefore,  it is 
His kingdom. We must be born again to see the kingdom of God (Jn. 3:3). Jesus said, "'Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water (natural birth) and the Spirit (spiritual birth) he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God'" (John 3:5). All who believe the good news about the 
kingdom of God and are born again, must be baptized in obedience to the commandment of 
Jesus. Just as circumcision was the sign of the old covenant, baptism is the sign of the new. 
Baptism does not save; it is our identification with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.  
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Colossians 2:12-13 Having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 
When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He 
made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions.  

Once we are saved, we are under the total authority of Jesus . As Christians, God has rescued us 
from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of His Son (Col. 1:13 -14). 
God put all things under Christ's feet (Eph. 1:22 -23). He is Lord of lords and King of kings, 
having all authority in heaven and on earth (1 Tim. 6:15; Matt. 28:18). T herefore, He rules over 
the church (kingdom). 

 

The Church is Christ's Body  
Using a biological analogy, Paul tells us the church is the body of Christ, allegorically 
expressing our relationship to Christ as members of His body.  Paul says, "And He put all th ings 
in subjection under His feet and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His 
body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all" (Col. 1:22 -23). Since Christ is the head of the body, 
the church must be subject to Him in everything (Col. 1 :18; Eph. 5:24). As head of the body, 
Jesus is also the Savior of the church (Eph. 5:23). We must be members of His church to be 
saved. He is the author of eternal salvation to those who obey Him (Heb. 5:9) . 

 

The Church is God's Household  
Using a domestic analogy, Paul tells us the church is God's household, allegorically expressing 
our relationship to God as His children.  

Paul says, "I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; but in case I 
am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household 
of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth" (1 Tim. 3:14 -
15). 

The Church in the Old Testament – the nation of Israel was the House of Jacob (Israel).  Just as 
Jesus is head of the body, He is over the house of God:  

But Christ was faithful as a Son over His house --- whose house we are, if we hold fast 
our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end" (Heb. 3:6).  

Since Jesus is God's Son, and we are also God's children, we are Christ's brethren. "For both He 
who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren" (Heb. 2:11).  We are heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ  
(Rom. 8:17). 

 

The Church is God's Temple  
Using a construction analogy, Paul tells us the church is God's temple, allegorically expressing 
our relationship to God as priests who render spiritual service to Him.  

"Or what agreement has the temple of God with  idols? For we are the temple of the 
living God; just as God said, 'I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people'" (2 Cor. 6:16).  
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And Paul writes to the Ephesians, saying of the church, ". . . Christ Jesus  Himself being the 
corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple 
in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit" 
(Eph. 2:20-22). 

As God's temple, we are responsib le for conducting ourselves properly.  

• Our bodies are members of Christ (1 Cor. 6:15).  

• We are one spirit with the Lord (1 Cor. 6:17).  

• We must glorify God in our body (1 Cor. 6:19-20). We are not our own; we've been 
bought with a price.  

 

The Church is the Bride of Christ  
Paul tells us the church is Christ's bride, allegorically expressing our united relationship with 
Him, as a husband is united to His wife.  

 

"For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so 
that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin" (2 Cor. 11:2).  

 

We are united with Christ when we are baptized (Rom. 6:3 -5; 7:4), becoming one spirit with 
Him, baptized into His body by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:17; 12:13).  Most importantly, we will 
live with Jesus in heaven, united with Him for eternity. John records his vision of the marriage 
of the Lamb, saying, "And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voic e from the 
throne, saying, 'Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, 
and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them'" (Rev. 21:1 -3). 

 

The Ordinances of the Church 

An ordinance is a Christian rite associated with tangible elements. Some denominations, such as the Roman 
Catholic Church use the word “sacrament” which is an outward and visible sign of an inward and invisible 
grace. Jesus commanded two ordinances for the Church, baptism (Matthew 28:18-20), and the Lords Supper 
(Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:24; 1 Corinthians 11:25). Roman Catholics use the term “eucharist” for the 
Lord’s Supper. Protestants baptize by emersion, Roman Catholics sprinkle. 

Some denominations, such as the Catholic Church have many more sacraments. Roman Catholics have seven 
sacraments they claim are requirements for salvation. They are Baptism, Confirmation, the Eucharist, 
Penance, Holy Orders, Matrimony, and Last right (anointing before death).  

 

Conclusion 
The church is God's kingdom, Christ's kingdom, Christ's body, God's household, God's temple, 
and Christ's bride. There's no greater privilege than to be a Christian. But we also have 
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responsibilities. Like Israel, we are to bring all nations to God.  Jesus commanded us to make 
disciples of all nations in what is called the Great Commission.  

 

Matthew 28: 18 And Jesus came and spoke unto them, saying, “All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth. 19 Go therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” Amen. 

 

The word Jesus used for “nations” in this verse is “ethnos” meaning “people groups.” There is no other way 
for human beings to enter the Kingdom of God but through His Church because God has committed to the 
Church the ministry of reconciliation. 

 

2 Corinthians 5: 18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and 
hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation. 
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Summer Slam Quiz 
July 6, 2022 

The Nation of Israel 
 
Instructions: Please write your name and team color. Do not score. Please answer each question by circling the 
correct letter (A, B, C, or D). Each correct answer is 5 points. The Bonus question is 20 points.  
 
Name: _________________________________ Team Color: ______ Number Correct: _______  
 

1. In the Book of Daniel God said He'd establish His Church during which empire?  
A: Egyptian; B: Babylonian 20; C: Rome; D: None of the above.  
. 

2. What is the Greek word for “Church?” 
A: ekklesia; B: ekekelia; C. Ecalelia; D: None of the above.  
 

3. According to Romans 10:9 what about Christ must be confessed for salvation? 
A: His deity; B: His death; C. His resurrection; D: None of the above.  
 
Circumcision was the sign of the old covenant, what is the sign of the new?  
A: The Sabbath; B: Rainbow; C: The Lord’s Supper; D: None of the above. 
 

4. Who is the head of the Church?  
A: God; B: Jesus; C: The Holy Spirit; D: None of the above 
 

5. Which is not one of the analogies used by Paul for the Church? 
A: Tree; B: Temple; C: Body; D: None of the above 
 

6. According to Jesus (Matthew 18:17), if a member refuses Church discipline, treat him as what? 
A: A heathen and a publican; B. An outcast C. An infidel; D. None of the above 
 

7. According to Jesus, to go to heaven one must be born of what? 
A: Water and fire; B. Blood and water; C. Blood and fire; D. None of the above. 
 

8. What is another name for ordinances? 
A: Sacraments; B. Eucharist C. Sanctum; D. None of the above 
 

9. What are the two church ordinances? 
A: Circumcision and Baptism: B. Sanctum and Eucharist; C. Anointing; D. None of the above 
 

10. What is not a church ordinance? 
A: The Eucharist; B. Holy Communication; C. Baptism; D. None of the above. 
 

11. How do Roman Catholics baptize? 
A: Sprinkle; B. Emersion; C. Both sprinkle and emersion; D. None of the above. 
 

12. Which is a Roman Catholic sacrament? 
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A: Matrimony; B. Rite of Passage; C. Circumcision; D. None of the above. 
.  

13. Matthew 28:18-20 is called what? 
A: The Great Commandment; B. The Great Commission; C. The Great Cause; D. None of the above. 
 

14. God has committed to the Church the ministry of what? 
A: Recognition; B. Resurrection C. Reconnaissance Jacob; D. None of the above. 
 

15. Bonus Question: Circle the words below in the wordsearch puzzle. One point for each correct word. 
Extra 20 points for completing the puzzle. 
 

BAPTISM  BODY  BRIDE  

BURIAL  CATHOLICS  CHRIST  

CHURCH  CONFIRMATION  DEATH  

DENOMINATIONS  EKKLESIA  EMERSION  

EUCHARIST  GOD  HEATHEN  

HEIRS  HOUSE  HOUSEHOLD  

JOINT  KINGDOM  MATRIMONY  

ORDINANCE  ORIGINATOR  PENANCE  

PENTECOST  PROTESTANTS  PUBLICAN  

ROMAN  SACRAMENT  SPRINKLE  

TESTAMENT     
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Summer Slam Devotion 
July 20, 2022 

Jesus the Great I am 
 

Introduction 

A study of Jesus’ seven I Am claims cannot begin without reference to the first reference to the name I Am. 
God was ready to begin His nation and commanded Moses to go to Egypt and deliver the Israelites from 
bondage. One of Moses’ claims was that He did not know God enough and when the Israelites asked Him who 
God was, He would not be able to answer them. So, Moses asks God what 

Exodus 3:13 And Moses said unto God, “Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto 
them, The God of your fathers has sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I 
say unto them?” 14 And God said unto Moses, “I AM THAT I AM: and he said, thus shall you say unto the 
children of Israel, I AM (YHVH) has sent me unto you.” 
 
Notice that that this had nothing to do with Pharoah and the Egyptians. It was the Israelites who did not know 
and needed to know, God. It was not that they did not know God, but that they only knew Him in a capacity of 
the Abrahamic Covenant – provider. This was clarified in Moses next dialogue with God right before he left for 
Egypt.  

Exodus 6:3I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as El Shaddai (God Almighty), but by my name the 
YHVH I did not make myself fully known to them.  

So, what was so different between El Shaddai (God almighty) and JHVH. God wanted to assure Moses and 
Israel that God would become what they would need Him to become. In using the words “I AM THAT I 
AM,” God used an expression to reveal to Moses a promise and pledge found in His name. 

Throughout the Old Testament in the original Hebrew, God is known by his four-letter name YHWH. The King 
James version of the Bible masks this name to some extent, and most of the time the King James translates 
YHWH as “LORD.”  The name YHVH is called “the Tetragrammaton,” meaning “four letters.” Notice, there are 
no vowels in YHVH. Classically, Jews would not write or speak this word. When they come upon it, they use 
“Adonai” instead.  

However, this same name, YHVH is translated as Jehovah in some cases in the King James version (Exodus 
6:3; Isaiah 12:2; Isaiah 26:4) simply by adding the vowels e, o, and a and changing the “Y” to a “J.” But there is 
no “J” in Hebrew. No one knows how to pronounce the name YHVH. Other translations more correctly use the 
word “Yahweh” as the translation of YHVH. In all of these cases, the meaning of the Hebrew name YHWH – 
God’s name – is “the Self-being one,” “He who becometh,” or “the becoming one.” 

The Hebrew words in Exodus 3:14 for “I AM THAT I AM” are ehyeh asher ehyeh which should more accurately 
be translated “I will be what I will be” or “I will become whatsoever I may become.”  By using the translation “I 
will become whatsoever I may become,” we see the relationship of this phrase to Yahweh – “He who 
becometh.”  They both use the word “become.” The use of ehyeh asher ehyeh in Exodus 3:14 was God’s way 
of assuring and pledging to Moses and Israel that God would become whatever they needed Him to become. 
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Remember the context of the passage in Exodus. The Israelites were crying day and night for deliverance. God 
was calling Moses to help lead the Israelites out of Egypt. Moses asked God – what is God’s name or what 
should he say to the Israelites? In God’s response, He provides a promise to Israel – He would become what 
they would need Him to become – in this case – their deliverer. So, when Jesus used the name, I Am He was 
indicated seven ways in which He was the deliverer of which Moses was only a type.  

In this study we will look at the Old Testament background and the corresponding New Testament fulfillment 
of Jesus as the Great I am. Concentration will be on the Gospel of John. 

 John’s purpose for writing the gospel is stated at the end of the Book of John.  

“These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ” (John 20:31).  

The background of the divine title, “I Am” is found in Exodus 3:1-20, especially verses 13-18. The New 
Testament fulfillment is found in John 6:20; 8:24, 28, 58; 18:5.        
God came to Moses in the name, I Am. And when He called Himself the “I Am” in Exodus 3, it was a pivotal 
moment in redemptive history. God revealed Himself to His people and had come to redeem them out of exile 
and lead them into a new life. God’s name discloses who He is and what He is like. He is the I Am, the eternal, 
unchanging, self-existent one, infinite and glorious in every way, and above and beyond all created things. He 
is God. 

When Jesus applies the title “I Am” to himself, he was claiming to be God (John 8:58). Not a helper to God or a 
great teacher, but the divine, eternal, pre-existent, infinite, perfect Being. He is greater than Moses because 
he is the God of Moses. He has life in Himself, and He can give life to us. That, just as God sent Moses to 
deliver the Jews, God had sent Jesus, His Son to deliver, not only the Jews, but the whole world. The Jews 
knew that when Jesus took on this title, He was making a divine claim, which is why they immediately pick up 
stones to kill him (8:59). 

The seven “I Am” statements in John might best be understood as echoing the claim of Jesus, that He is God, 
and he is the God of Israel and of the Church. All the Old Testament and God’s redemptive acts were pointing 
to the coming of Jesus as the God-in-flesh, the true and better Israel, and the fulfillment of all the Old 
Testament types and shadows. 

 

1) I Am the Bread of Life 

Old Testament Background: Exodus 16; Deut. 8:3; Ps. 78:23-25 
New Testament Fulfillment: John 6:22-59, especially verses 28-35. 
Study: Jesus’ miracles were not arbitrary. They all signaled Jesus to be Messiah. One of the main miracles that 
point out Jesus as Messiah was the feeding of the 5,000. Jesus enters a dialogue with Jews who had followed 
him because of his miracles, especially the recent feeding of the 5,000. But they missed the reality behind 
them. That Jesus is the Divine Messiah. More important than solving their physical hunger for food through 
bread, Jesus offers himself as the Bread of Life to fulfill the deeper spiritual hunger of the human soul. 

There is more to the bread from God than the bread itself (Exodus 16). It’s not an earthly bread but a heavenly 
bread. It comes from above—from God—and comes down to us only by his grace and goodness. We need 
more than physical bread and we need it from someone other than ourselves. God will provide what we need 
most, and we should raise our eyes in faith. 

Jesus takes this Old Testament background to bread for God’s people, and He claims to be the bread of life. He 
explains the bread in the wilderness of Exodus was only a temporary provision, and that it points to a true and 
eternal bread from heaven God would later give. This bread – the manna in the wilderness is now before them 
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- Jesus. The manna pictures Jesus, who is sent from God, comes down from heaven, must be taken by faith, 
who must be eaten/fully taken in, and who gives life. 

 

2) I Am the Light of the World 

Old Testament Background: Exodus 13:17-22 (cf. Ex. 14:19-20); Isaiah 42:6 and 49:6 (both verses are in the 
four Servant Songs of Isaiah). 
New Testament Fulfillment: John 8:12-30. See also John 1:4-5; 3:19-21; 9:5; 12:35-36). 
Study: God manifested Himself to the Israelites as fire/light. He came to Moses as light (the burning bush) and 
the light followed the Israelites for 40 years before it dwelled in the Holy of Holies in the Temple.  

Light is one of the most prominent themes in John’s Gospel and epistles. He presented the world as lost and 
hopeless in darkness (John 1:4-14). The darkness cannot change its condition. Light must enter and invade. 
John picks up light from a rich OT heritage and shows how Jesus is the light. 

Based upon the fact that in John 8:12 Jesus ties the idea of being the light with his people following after Him 
in the light. The most likely Old Testament background in mind here is the light of God’s presence leading 
Israel in the wilderness via the pillar of fire (Exodus 13-14). Just as the Israelites were led by the pillar of fire 
(light) in the exodus and saved from the Egyptians as they crossed the Red Sea, so also Jesus says those who 
follow him (light) will have life. 

A secondary OT background of the image of light is found in Isaiah 42:6 and 49:6. This light has to do with the 
salvation of the nations, and it is probably the primary reference in other passages like John 12:35-36, 46. But, 
ultimately, Jesus said that believers are the light of the world to lead the nations to the promised land. 

 

3) I Am the Door or Gate  

Old Testament Background: Psalms 118:20; Ezekiel 34 and Jeremiah 23 (cf. Isaiah 40:11; Numbers 27:15-18; 
Micah 5:4) 
New Testament Fulfillment: John 10:1-18 
Study: In John 10:1-18, Jesus makes two of the I Am sayings together. He claims he is the both the door 
through which the sheep enter as well as the Shepherd who knows the sheep and lays down his life for them. 
We will look at each separately.  

In the parched desert geography of Palestine, shepherds would travel vast distances to find pasture for their 
sheep. They would build make-shift sheepfolds (sheep pens) comprising a perimeter of rocks and briers that 
predators were unable to scale over. There would be a gap in the perimeter as wide as the shepherd. This was 
the only way in. The shepherd would place his rod over the gap and the sheep would stoop under the rod to 
get in. This slowed down the sheep, forcing them to enter in single file and allowed the shepherd to count 
them as they entered. Once the last sheep had entered, the shepherd would sit in the gap. He was the door. 
Any predator coming after the sheep would have to go through him.  

Jesus is both the only way (door) a person enters into heaven and the one who gives his life for the life of 
sheep. He is the one who gathers the sheep and cares for them (shepherd) and he’s also the means by which 
they enter and are kept safe (door). 

 

 

 



31 | S u m m e r  S l a m  B i b l e  S t u d y  
 

4) I Am the Good Shepherd  

Old Testament Background: Psalms 118:20; Ezekiel 34 and Jeremiah 23 (cf. Isaiah 40:11; Numbers 27:15-18; 
Micah 5:4) 
New Testament Fulfillment: John 10:1-18 
Study: The Israelites were shepherds. They lived in Goshen, Egypt as shepherds. Moses himself was a 
shepherd when God called him to go to Egypt and lead the Israelites to the sheepfold (Promised Land). When 
the Israelites left Egypt, they did so with their herds.  

We should recall that Jesus is talking to the Pharisees in this conversation. The claims to be a good shepherd 
and Israel’s true shepherd was (in part) a rebuke against them. As the influential teachers in Israel, they should 
have led the people to truth. They should have put the people before themselves. They should serve God’s 
agenda rather than their own. But the Pharisees are like the bad shepherds in Ezekiel 34 and Jeremiah 23, 
leading them astray through false doctrine, prioritizing themselves over the sheep, and abusing them. Through 
this metaphor, Jesus at once lumps the Pharisees into the camp of the false prophets and bad shepherds of 
the Old Testament while claiming to be the true and good shepherd those same OT passages promised (Ezek. 
34:11-16, 22-24; Jer. 23:3-4). 

Jesus comes not to pile burdens on but to relieve them and carry them himself. Jesus comes not to scatter the 
sheep but to gather them. Jesus comes not to devour the sheep but to defend them. Jesus comes to seek out, 
rescue, heal, and feed the sheep. He will do so because he loves the sheep, and they belong to him. This is 
proven by Him giving up his life for his sheep. 

 

5) I Am the resurrection, and the life 

Old Testament Background: Genesis 1-3; Isaiah 53:10 
New Testament Fulfillment: John 11:17-27 
Study: Like other I Am statements; this statement is connected to the Israelites. The story is found in the Book 
of Numbers, chapter 21, verses 4 to 9: 

On their wilderness journey after the Exodus from Egypt, the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go 
around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and 
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 
water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord set poisonous serpents among the people, and they 
bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking 
against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So, Moses prayed for 
the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is 
bitten shall look at it and live.” So, Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a 
serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

The entire incident was an illustration of humanity who was mortally bit by the serpent, but Jesus took the 
poison (the sin) of the serpent upon Himself so that anyone who looked to (believe in) Jesus receive the 
resurrected life of Jesus upon who death had no power.  

Jesus doesn’t just give bread (like Moses), but He is the bread. He doesn’t merely reflect light; He is the light. 
So also, in John 11, Jesus says I am the resurrection and the life. Jesus comes as the second Adam, righteous 
and blameless in all His ways, comes to undo what Adam did and reverse the curse (Rom. 5:12-21; 1 Cor. 15). 
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Where Adam brought about death and decay, Jesus gives life and restoration. He provides not only 
resurrection and life to individuals who believe in Him but for the entire world. 

While many of the Jews wanted things from Jesus without having to receive and believe in Jesus, the offer of 
Jesus is Himself. He doesn’t give bread and allow people to reject submission and belief to Him, nor does He 
offer to give life apart from that life being found in Him. These are free and gracious gifts, and they come only 
in and through Jesus. He is the resurrection and the life. He is the 2ndAdam, bringing resurrection and life 
where the first Adam offered us only death. 

6) I Am the way, the truth, and the life 

Old Testament Background: Exodus 26:33; Leviticus 16 
New Testament Fulfillment: John 14:6 
Study: It’s likely Jesus is here contrasting himself to the many ways in the Old Testament that God prescribed 
for how the Jews could approach and relate to Him. The systems of the sacrifices, temple, the curtain, 
tabernacle, and other means of worship were temporary “ways” to God. As the New Testament makes clear, 
these things in and of themselves did not cleanse or make people acceptable to God, but they were avenue by 
which God’s people could walk in faith and follow after Him (see Hebrews 8-9). 

Jesus contrasts Himself to anything before Him they thought led them to the Father. He is the only one who 
provides the way to the Father, but He is also at the same time to the full revelation of the Father (truth). 
Jesus is telling them there’s nowhere else to look; nowhere you need to look or can look to find the true path 
to God. Jesus is that one way and that one path. He offers what Israel looked for and needed, and He replaced 
all prior things set up as temporary means by which man relates to God. All of these pointed to Him and 
accomplished limited things (such as only making people ceremonially clean but not truly clean), and He is 
now here and able to accomplish salvation and redemption fully. 

 

7) I Am the true vine 

Old Testament Background: Two vineyard songs: Isaiah 5:1-7 (the desolate vineyard) & Isaiah 27:2-6 (the 
fruitful vineyard). 
New Testament Fulfillment: John 15:1-6 
Study: Here in the last I Am statement, Jesus speaks of a vine, a common Old Testament symbol for Israel 
(God’s people). The language of the unfruitful branches is tied to Israel as the desolate vineyard in Isaiah 5, but 
Jesus says the people of God have life and fruit now by being in Him, as pictured in Isaiah 27:2-6. Jesus is not 
simply saying Christians are fruitful by resting in Him (though this is true), but He’s making the redemptive-
historical claim He is the Messiah. 

Israel was the holy nation through which all the nations of the world would find spiritual nourishment. But 
Israel failed. Now Jesus is the vine, and the Church is the branches. Christ, through our fruit-bearing will 
nourish the nations of the earth.  
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Summer Slam Quiz 
July 20, 2022 

Jesus, The Great I Am 
 
Instructions: Please write your name and team color. Do not score. Please answer each question by circling the 
correct letter (A, B, C, or D). Each correct answer is 5 points. The Bonus question is 20 points.  
 
Name: _________________________________ Team Color: ______ Number Correct: _______  
 

1. How many “I Am” statements did Jesus make? 
A: Seven; B: seventeen; C. Seventy; D: None of the above.  
 

2. When Jesus applies the title “I Am” to Himself, He was claiming to be who? 
A: A Great Prophet; B: A great miracle worker; C: A great healer D: None of the above.  
. 

3. Which is not an “I Am” claim of Jesus 
A: Door; B: Light; C. Branch; D: None of the above.  
 

4. By claiming to be the Bread, Jesus compared Himself  as what in the wilderness? 

A: Olive Tree; B: The Manna C: The Vine; D: None of the above. 
 

5. Where were the Israelites living as shepherds in Egypt? 
A: Cosha; B: Ghosten; C: Kosher; D: None of the above. 
 

6. All the I Am claims of Jesus are connected first to whom? 
A: Israel; B: The world; C: The Church; D: None of the above. 
 

7. Which divine quality of Jesus is in two of I Am statements? 
A: Love; B. Joy; C. Life; D. None of the above 
 

8. What is another word for the four letters of God’s name, YHVH? 
A: Tetragrammaton; B. Tetreiach; C. Tretacram; D. None of the above. 
 

9. What event in the life of the Israelites represents Jesus’ reference to Him being life? 
A: Serpents; B. The sacrifice of Isaac C. The dove of Noah; D. None of the above 
 

10. By what name did Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob know God? 
A: Jehovah: B. Adonai; C. Elohim; D. None of the above 
 

11. What other name do classical Jews use instead of JHVH?  
12. A: Jehovah: B. Adonai; C. Elohim; D. None of the above 

 
13. What kind of letters are missing in the name that means, “I Am?” 

A: Capital letters; B. Consonants; C. The letter “J”; D. None of the above. 
 

14. What is Hebrew for “I Am that I AM?” 
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A: Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh; B. Yasah Araphat; C. Ahyer Yasah Ahyer; D. None of the above. 
.  

15. Which of the following names is not related to God’s name, “I Am?” 
A: Jehovah; B. Elohim; C. Yahweh; D. None of the above. 
 

16. Bonus Question: Circle the words below in the wordsearch puzzle. Each correct word, one point. Extra 
20 points for completing the puzzle. 

 

ACROSS 
5. The number of I Am names Jesus called Himself 
6. He asked God what is His name 
7. He is the resurrection 
9. The Light followed the Israelites in this journey 
10. I Am the bread is a reference to this food fed to the Israelites 
11. Jews replace the Hebrew name I Am with this name 
 
DOWN 
1. The one who is the door to the sheepfold 
2. The four letters in the name I Am 
3. This writer wrote his epistle so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ 
4. There is no letter “J” in this language 
8. God appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as this name 

 

 

 

 

 

 


